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WASHINGTON, D.C. - The Center for Transit-Oriented Development (CTOD) has released a guide, “Transit-
Oriented Tools for Metropolitan Planning Organizations” to aid Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) 
in taking a more proactive role in planning and promoting compact growth along transit corridors.  Funded 
through a cooperative agreement between Reconnecting America and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), 
the guide highlights best practices related to regulations, funding, information sharing and partnerships.
 
In recent years, many MPOs have taken a leadership role in combining growth plans and transit including: 
Atlanta where “livable communities” planning grants have been offered; the San Francisco Bay Area, which 
requires certain thresholds of housing density before funding transit extensions; and Portland, which provides 
direct financial assistance for TOD projects.  However, according to Catherine Cox Blair, Program Director at 
Reconnecting America, “Many MPOs would like to direct their resources in the TOD arena but do not have the 
proper tools. This guide outlines how MPOs and transit agencies can work together to support the planning and 
implementation of TOD through station area plans and parking strategies, capital improvements and funding for 
infrastructure that supports station access.”
 
Charlie Goodman, Director, Office of Systems Planning at FTA says, “This guide will be extremely useful for 
MPOs of all sizes. It is based on research and national case studies, and includes proven practical strategies to 
not only incentivize TOD, but to promote more effective integration of land use and transportation planning on 
a regional basis.”
 
With the release of the guide, CTOD will work with FTA, the American Public Transit Association (APTA ) and 
other transit industry partners to develop training modules for conferences and other events throughout 2010.   
Webinars and annotated Powerpoint presentations will be accessible via the internet. For further information 
and to see a copy of the guide, go to  http://ctod.org/mpotod/.
 
 
About the Center For Transit-Oriented Development
 
The Center for Transit-Oriented Development (CTOD) is the only national nonprofit effort dedicated to provid-
ing best practices, research and tools to support market-based transit-oriented development. CTOD partners 
with both the public and private market sectors to strategize about ways to encourage the development of high 
performing communities around transit stations and to build transit systems that maximize development po-
tential. CTOD works to integrate local and regional planning, generate new tools for economic development, 
real estate and investment issues, improve affordability and livability for all members of the community, and 
respond to imperatives for climate change and sustainability. The Center for TOD is a partnership of Reconnect-
ing America, the Center for Neighborhood Technology, and Strategic Economics. For more information go to 
Transit-Oriented Development Tools for Metropolitan Planning Organizations


