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(April 18, 2012) In response to House Passage of HR 4348, Reconnecting America 
President and CEO John Robert Smith issued the following statement:  
     
I am pleased there is now bipart isan action on transportation reauthorization by the 
House that can be conferenced with the Senate.  While this six-month extension does 
not provide the certainty of a multi-year reauthorization, it will keep our 
transportation network functioning at current funding levels and allow for a 
conference to begin with the Senate on a longer-term transportation bill.  
 
I look forward to working with the conference commit tee to ensure that the final 
version of the bill includes language to keep our existing transit systems operating 
and provides support for local communit ies to invest in new transit services, bicycle 
and pedestrian projects, and transit-oriented development. These items combined 
will offer more options for Americans in how they travel to meet their daily needs, 
reducing costs for families struggling with today’s high gas prices. 
 
# # # 
  
(Photos of John Robert Smith are available here and here)   
 
About Reconnecting America 
Reconnecting America is a national nonprofit that is helping to transform promising 
ideas into thriving communities – where transportation choices make it easy to get 
from place to place, where businesses flourish, and where people from all walks of 
life can afford to live, work and visit. Reconnecting America is the managing partner 
of the Center for Transit-Oriented Development, the only national nonprofit effort 
funded by Congress to promote best practices in transit-oriented development.  
Reconnecting America is also a founding partner of Transportation for America, a 
broad coalition of housing, environmental, equal opportunity, public health, urban 
planning, transportation and other organizations focused on creating a 21st century 
national transportation program.  For more information visit our website, 
www.reconnectingamerica.org.   
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