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Reconnecting America and the Center for Transit-Oriented Development (CTOD) 
have worked for a number of years to help set the stage for this momentous event. 
 
The fund grew from an effort to help create a financial resource that could be utilized 
to ensure that transit-oriented communities are enriched with adequate levels of 
housing affordable to a diversity of incomes in the San Francisco Bay Area. To that 
end, the Great Communities Collaborative, of which Reconnecting America is a 
founding member, commissioned the Center for Transit-Oriented Development and 
the Bay Area Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC) to conduct an initial 
feasibility study for a type of structured fund that would be targeted to acquiring 
properties near quality transit for the purposes of building and preserving affordable 
housing, mixed-use development and other critical communities amenities.  
 ( See http://ractod.org/gOM1W7 ) 
 
That report and subsequent work by CTOD staff and members of the Great 
Communities Collaborative set the stage for the largest commitment of a 
metropolitan planning organization to a fund of this kind. 
 
The role of foundations to fund such an effort was described by Reconnecting 
America and the Center for Transit-Oriented Development in a report exploring the 
role community development finance institutions could play in promoting equitable 
transit-oriented development. (See http://ractod.org/f9ZDOf ) 
 
# # # 
 
Reconnecting America is a national nonprofit that is helping to transform promising 
ideas into thriving communities – where transportation choices make it easy to get 
from place to place, where businesses flourish, and where people from all walks of life 
can afford to live, work and visit. Reconnecting America is the managing partner of 
the Center for Transit-Oriented Development, the only national nonprofit effort 
funded by Congress to promote best practices in transit-oriented development.  
Reconnecting America is also a founding partner of Transportation for America, a 
broad coalition of housing, environmental, equal opportunity, public health, urban 
planning, transportation and other organizations focused on creating a 21st century 
national transportation program.  For more information visit our website, 
www.reconnectingamerica.org.   
 


