
Frequently Asked Questions Concerning Data Points 1.1,  2.1, and 3.2 

Are the most recent Census data from 2008? 

The most recent data (labeled 2008) are from the 2006-2008 American Community Survey.  We use the 

three-year average in order to include smaller communities for which a one-year average may not exist. 

How should I calculate an average for a combined area? 

If the data do not exist for the area in question, then use a weighted average.  A weighted average is 

preferable to a straight average.  For example, suppose that you want to calculate the average rent-to-

income ratio of an area composed of three counties.  You will need the rent-to-income ratio of each 

county and the number of renter households.  The weighted average would be  

(H1 X R1 + H2 X R2 + H3 X R3)/(H1 + H2 + H3) 

where H is the number of renter-occupied  households  in each county and R is the rent-to-income ratio 

in each county.   

Why are CBSA (metropolitan and micropolitan areas) data only available for 2006-2008? 

The CBSA (Core-Based Statistical Area) is a relatively new concept and didn’t exist in 2000.  You can, 

however, create your own data.  First, you need to know what the components of the CBSA are.  For the 

most recent definitions of CBSAs, go here:  

http://www.census.gov/population/www/metroareas/lists/2008/List1.txt 

(To view the history of definitions of metropolitan and micropolitan areas, go here: 

http://www.census.gov/population/www/metroareas/metrodef.html) 

You can retrieve the data for the component parts in 1990 and 2000 and create a weighted average for 

those years (as instructed above).  If you are willing to wait, we will make this calculation of a CBSA 

average automatic.  

Why is the rent-to-income ratio different from what I calculate with median rent and median income 

data? 

The data provided on the web site is the median rent-to-income ratio.  This is different than the median 

rent-to-median income ratio.  Please use the already calculated ratio as it is more accurate. 

Why is there a large unexplainable change in the urbanized land data for some counties? 

The data of interest is the area (in acres) of urbanized land, which is reported by the Census.  The ratio 

you are required to report is the urbanized land per capita (urbanized area divided by the total 

population of the county) for 1990 and 2000.  The difficulty is that the Census methodology for 

determining what is “urbanized” changed between 1990 and 2000.  For an explanation, see 

http://www.census.gov/geo/www/ua/uac2k_90.html.  We have made an effort, however, to calculate 
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the area of urbanized land in 1990 using the 2000 methodology.  Nationally, there is a 15.5 percent 

increase in urbanized area but only a very small increase in urbanized area per capita (from 0.207 to 

0.211 acres).  There will be cases, however, of extreme change in individual counties.  Whether or not an 

area is urban or rural is a binary variable.  Thus, small changes in the community itself can cause an 

abrupt change in its classification as urban.  

What do the data for factor 3.2 measure? 

The data presented on this web site do not actually measure all trips but only commuting behavior 

(journey-to-work).  Note also that the numbers provided are for the number of commuters and not for 

the number of “trips.”  Please report the data as they appear, however.  If your community is one that 

experiences a heavy volume of traffic because it is a tourist, entertainment, or commercial destination, 

you may augment your application with additional data from other sources where available.  


