
  The Senate is expected to conclude debate on 
the reauthorization bill within the next week or 
two, while the House timetable is less certain as 
they work on revamping their bill.  Given the im-
pending deadline of March 31, it appears likely 
that another short-term extension of SAFETEA-
LU will be needed.

TOD and Livable Communities Legislation: 
Two bills related to TOD and livable communi-
ties have been introduced in the Senate. “Jump-
starting Transit-Oriented Development Act” (S. 
2053) was introduced by Senator Bennet (D-
CO) and Senator Warner (D-VA).  This bill would 
create a TOD planning grant program and a 
TOD infrastructure credit facility to provide 
federal loans and loan guarantees to support 
the infrastructure associated with TOD: lighting, 
utility relocation, land acquisition, etc.  A por-
tion of the planning grant program was included 

in the Senate reauthorization bill, and Ben-
net and Warner will continue working to try to 
include the credit facility in the reauthorization 
bill through an amendment on the Senate floor.

The Livable Communities Act of 2011 (S. 1621) 
was introduced by Senator Menendez (D-NJ) 
with 18 Democratic co-sponsors.  Like the Liv-
able Communities Act introduced in the previ-
ous Congress, the bill would formally authorize 
the Office of Sustainable Housing and Commu-
nities at HUD, and would fund grant programs 
for integrated regional planning and implemen-
tation activities.  While the TOD planning pro-
gram in the Senate reauthorization bill reflects 
some of the goals of the LCA, Senator Menen-
dez is looking for opportunities to move the 
full bill forward, which will be increasingly chal-
lenging as the legislative session winds down in 
anticipation of the November elections.

The Center for Transit-Oriented Develop-
ment (CTOD) wrapped up the Federal Tran-
sit Administration-sponsored webinar series 
launched last year in June with a webinar on 
joint development last month that attracted 
more than 200 participants.

The FTA webinar series focused on various 
TOD-related topics, has proven to be valuable 
for planners, practitioners, housing advocates, 
MPOs, local, state and federal DOTs, transit 
agencies, sustainable communities grantees,  
as well as elected officials and other decision-
makers. Webinar topics included Understand-
ing Mixed-Income TOD; Corridor Planning and 

TOD; TOD Database Utility and Applications; 
Value Capture Strategies and TOD; Employ-
ment, Transit and TOD; Climate and TOD and 
Making Joint Development Work.

Recordings of the webinars and copies of pre-
sentations from the speakers are available on 
Reconnecting America’s webinar page.

In the coming months, CTOD will host a variety 
of webinars aimed at creating sustainable and 
complete communities. Watch for the regis-
tration link for the following webinars: TOD 
101, Putting Transit to Work in Small Town and 
Rural Areas, TOD and Families.
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