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TRANSPORTATION FOR AMERICA AND RECONNECTING AMERICA: $8 
BILLION HIGH SPEED RAIL INVESTMENT A “DEFINING MOVEMENT OF 

CHANGE”  
 

WASHINGTON, DC – Reconnecting America and Transportation for America applaud President 
Obama’s award of $8 billion for 13 high-speed rail corridors from California to Florida with the 
goal of creating a nationwide program of high-speed intercity passenger rail service. The groups 
have long advocated investments in intercity and high-speed rail lines to reduce dependence on 
foreign oil, reduce greenhouse gas emissions and link people in urban and rural communities to 
economic opportunity. 
 
The awards will be funded through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, and will 
include $1 billion a year for five years to help jumpstart the program, as well as smaller 
investments for projects and high-speed rail planning initiatives in 31 other states. The 
announcement came the morning after the President spoke about the importance of infrastructure 
and high-speed rail investments during his State of the Union address. He said the $8 billion 
investment will put Americans to work in track-laying, manufacturing, planning, engineering, and 
rail maintenance and operations. 
 
Reconnecting America CEO and Co-Chair of the Transportation for America Campaign John 
Robert Smith , called this “a proud moment.” He said, “The President has taken an important first 
step in investing in a 21st Century transportation system that is efficient, environmentally 
responsible, and that will help free us from dependence on foreign oil and the foreign debt we 
incur to buy that oil. I am convinced that my grandson will look back on this day and see it as a 
defining moment of change.” 
 
Smith, who was at the White House last April when the President first announced his intent to 
provide the $8 billion for high-speed-rail, spoke to the vast potential of smart investments in 
transportation to create a vibrant, prosperous economy.  “President Obama’s ambitions to create 
a transportation system that will be as important as the interstate highway and aviation systems 
built during the last century is essential to our nation’s economic future,” Smith added. “This is an 
investment that will help keep us competitive with foreign countries who are making similarly 
ambitious investments in high-speed rail.” 
 
The administration had received more than $55 billion in proposals for the $8 billion grant 
program. The majority of the funding will go to developing high-speed rail projects in Florida, 
which is receiving up to $1.25 billion for a line between Tampa and Orlando with trains running up 



to 168 miles per hour, and California, which is receiving up to $2.25 billion to connect Los 
Angeles to San Francisco, with trains running up to 220 miles per hour. A full list of the awards 
and projects is provided at the links below. 
 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/rss_viewer/hsr_awards_summary_public.pdf 
 

### 
 
 
RECONNECTING AMERICA is a national non-profit organization that is working to integrate 
transportation systems and the communities they serve, with the goal of generating lasting public 
and private returns, improving economic and environmental efficiency, and giving consumers 
more housing and mobility choices. Reconnecting America provides both the public and private 
sectors with an impartial, fact-based perspective on development-oriented transit and transit-
oriented development, and seeks to reinvent the planning and delivery system for building 
regions and communities around transit and walking rather than solely around the automobile. 
www.reconnectingamerica.org 
 
 
TRANSPORTATION FOR AMERICA is a broad coalition of housing, environmental, equal 
opportunity, public health, urban planning, transportation and other organizations focused on 
creating a 21st century national transportation program. The coalition’s goal is to build a 
modernized infrastructure and healthy communities where people can live, work and play by 
aligning national, state, and local transportation policies with an array of issues like economic 
opportunity, climate change, energy security, health, housing and community development. 
www.t4america.org 
 
 


